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August 15, 2021 will stand
out as an epochal turning
point in the furbulent his-
tory of Afghanistan, as on
this fateful day, Taliban's
blitzkrieg offensive culmi-
niated with the fall of Kabul,
marking the return of the
medieval theoeratic regime
after two decades, With
the unceremonious exit of
it forces from Kabul, the
United States earned the
distinetion of becoming
the third great power, after
Britainand Soviet Union, to
sufferignominious defeat in
Afghanistan,

The clock for this impend-
ing disaster had started
ticking way back in Octo-
ber 2001, when President
George W, Bush ordered
invasion of Afghanistan
{0 eliminate Al Qaeda and
its terrorist network, asa
sequel to 9/11-bombing of

ate such a catastrophe in
future, The US-led NATO

forces did succeed in defeat-

ing Al Qaeda and Taliban in
less than a vear, but these

groups soon found safe ha-

vert in Pakistan. Bush wenl
o to invade Irag, leaving
the Afghanistan cauldron
simmering, only to digress

later info a nation build-

ing venfure, In the process,
American got sucked into
an “unwinnahle war”.

With the Trump admin-

istration signing a peace
agreement with the Taliban

in February 2020, exclud-

ing the Afghan government,

the dye was cast for Tali-

brarrs retum. As the Taliban
fook over the eapital city,
hordes of people made a
beeline for the airport, in
the quest toflee the country,
Withno framework in place

for a future political strue-

ture and Biden's insistence
to adhere tothe evacuation

deadline, ignoring the ad-

vice of military experts led
toa hotched up withdrawal
and calamitous disaster.
The curtain finally fell with
a powerful botb blast al
Kabul Airport on 26 August

evening hy the 1813 (Kho-

rasan) resulting in killing

the ‘Twin Towers, to obvi-

182 people including 13 US
military personnel, nudg-
ing American leaclership to
complete evacuation a day
ahead of the 31 Augustdead
line, marking the end of its
Torgest war,

AFGHANISTAN'S
RETREAT TO FUTURE
The fagade of the current
Taliban regime being a
moderate one was shat-
tered on 7 September, with
the announcement of an
all-male interim govern-
ment comprising 33 hard-
core old guard, More thin
halfl of them are on UN
designated terrorist list
including acting PM Mo-
hammad Hassan Akhund,
two Deputy PMs, Abdul
Ghani Baradarand Mullah
Hanafi, Interior Minister
Sirajuddin Haggani—son
of Jalaluddin Haggani—the
founder of the insurgent
group Haggani network
and Defence Minister Mul-
lah Mohammad Yagoah,
the eldest son of Taliban
founder Mullah Omar. The
Haqqanis along with the
Kandahar-based Taliban
constitute two-third of the
interim cabinet; the Doha
teart has heen conspicu-
ously marginalised. This
obviously bears the stamp
of Pakistan; the Haggani
network, known to be the
sword arm of Pakistan's In-
ter Service Intelligence (ISI),
was designated as a “For-
elgn Terrorist Organization”
by the US in 2012

The model adopted by
the current Tuliban regime
is on the lines of Iran, with

Hibatullah Akhundzada
dubbed as the “Leader of
the Faithful® and supreme
leader, the final author-
ity over Taliban's political,
religious and military af-
fairs. He has exhorted the
new government to work
hard touphold the Islamie
rules and Sharia laws. The
inclusivity factor is virtu-
ally non-existent, with only
three non-Pashtuns in the
interim cabinet and with
women's rights issues draw-
ing a blank. Afghanistan
can credit itself as the anly
country in the world to be
formally governed by ter-
roristoulfits,

[tis iromic that Pakistan
having played a key role in
Taliban's victory continues
to be seen by the West as
indispensible for bringing
about stahility in the region,
Various terrorist groups
that joined hanck with the
Taliban to defeat the US are
now pulling in different di-
rections to pursue their re-
spective agenclas, This inci-
dentally works o Pakistan’s
advantage for continuing to
play the role ofa kingmaker,
However, Afghanistan is
bound to degenerate into
a hothed of terrorism with
fanatics and jihadi groups
from all over finding safe
havens to pursue their pan-
Islamic agenda, posing seri-
ous sectrity concerns to the
region and world at large.
Pakistan too will nothe able
to eseape from the spill-over,
with Tehreek-¢-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) already up-
ping theante,

Afghanistan is one of the

poorest countries in the
world. Past the US inva-
sion, sinee last two decades
its economy was sustained
through foreign aid and
developmental assistance,
thiaking up almost 42% of
its GDP. With the Taliban
coming to power, all West-
ern donors and world hod-
ies like IMF have suspendzd
the flow of funds. With
the nation's reserve assets,
estimated to be $0-10 b,
frozen, Taliban can't even
access these, Toadd to the
woes, Pakistan has initi-
ated megsures Lo control
the Afghanistan economy,
replacing the US dollar as
the currency for bilateral
tradle with its own. Beijing
extending $31 million credit
to Kabul i partofits cheque
book diplomacy to further
its strategic interests in the
region and extend its “Belt
and Road" venture info Af-
ghanistan, with the Taliban
alreacly on board.

The Taliban's own econo-
my is barely around $2bn,a
third of which is dependent
on narcotics trade. Hence,
its leadership is fally con-
seious that to govern and
meet minimal aspirations
of the people, they will need
accesstothe global financial
systems. To this end, there
exists some leverage with
the Western nations to deal
with Talihan on issues like
human rights and inchusive-
niess, Considering Afghani-
stan in the middle of a seri-
ous humanitarian crisis, UN
Secretary General Antonio
Guterres' distressappeal for
aver $600 million humani-

tarian assistance to save Af-
ghanistan from impending
famine has drawna positive
response, with global do-
niors pledging $1bn,

Given the Taliban’s re-
gressive outlook, the com-
position of the interim
government and the acute
searcity of expertise follow-
ing alarge-scale brain drain,
the economic future of Af-
ghanistan looks very bleak.
It i3 bound to be a basket
case surviving on humani-
tarian aid. In the absence
of a suitable ecosystem, no
worthwhile loreim inves!-
ment is likely to pour into
Alghanistan, Abject poverty
will provide impetus to the
narcoties trade, smuggling
and gun running, lending
an ideal environment for
the terrorism tndustry to
flourish, with of course pa-
tronage from Pakistan

GLOBAL POLITY AT
CROSSROADS

The global polity stands
at the crossroads, waiting
and watching, Given the
current profile and actions
of the Taliban regime, any
possibility of a recognition
is a long way off, To see
America out of Afghanistan,
Russia, Iraq, China and
Pakistan had a common
agenda. However, now Rus-
sia is wary of the Taliban
and has deployed mecha-
nized forces in Tajikistan
to secure the border with
Afghanistan. Iran too s con-
cerned about the Shia Haz-
ard community in Afghani-
stan and has voiced serious
displeasure on Pakistan's

role in Panjshir. It is the
Pakistan-China duo along
with Turkey and Qatar who
are engaging with the new
Taliban regime and trying
to legitimise the “Islamie
Enirate of Afghanistan”,

I the US Senate, during
Congressional hearings
reviewing the American
fiaseo in Afghanistan, the
duplicitous role of Pakistan
has come under intense
serutiny, There isa clamour
for withdrawing its Major
Non-NATO Ally (MNNA)
status. To maintain its influ-
ence in the region, Wash-
inglon is now working on
the strategy of combining
offshore intelligence with
over the horizon sirikes
from staging areas in the
neighhourhood of Afghani-
stan, to be able to fake on
terrarist strongholdsin the
AfPak region,

India has made significant
contribution in building
Afghanistan, investing 83
bn in some 500 projects
and earned enormous good
will. While in the current
scenario, Delhi's options
may seem limifed, yet there
isconsiderable scope tojoin
hands with the nations in
the region to checkmate
Pakistan's sinister designs.
To this end, External Af-
fairs Minister Dr Jaishankar
has reiterated that India
will stand by the people
of Afghanistan. Foreign
Secretary Harshvardhan
Shringla has stated that
global response to address
the Afghan erisis must be
guided by the recent UNSC
Resolution 2593 which

clearly spells out that Af-
ghanistanterritory must not
be used for terrorism and
negotiated political settle-
ment should be found to the
confliel,

Fromm the despetate ealls
by Pakistan PM Irmran
Khan toincentivise the Tali-
ban regimeand his National
Security Adviser Moeed
Yusuf eriticising interna-
tional community’s “wait
and watch” poliey alongside
warning on the consequene-
es if Kabul isabandoned, it
is obvious that bankrupt
Pakistan cannot hand-hold
Alghanistan, which is on
he verge of collapse, Rawal-
pindfs short-lived jubilation
is fast turning into deep de-
Spair, as even [slamic coun-
tries harring Turkey and
Qatarare showing no ineli-
nation to engage with the
Taliban.

Given the prevailing sce-

nario, Afghanistan is faced
with a double whammy;
the danger of implosion in
the wake of inner contradie-
tions and explosion due to
external forces, Beifing and
Islamabad are ina state of
delusion, thinking that the
toad beyond Kabul passes
through the Pakistan-Chi-
na corridor, In fact it has
already hit a cead end, with
Afghanistan in the retro-
grade mode, as the world
watches on.
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