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BRIEF gpel of
fraglle peace in
fhe strifedorn
Manipur  wag
shiftered by
drone and rocket attacks ear-
Iy this month, The stlkes
were llegedly carmed out by
Kukl-Zo outits against Mt
e The fresh violenee
climed 1 lives in fust 10
days. Marked escalation led
fo videsprea protets by
Ioeals. Students ook fo the
streets demanding e resig:
nition of state DGP Rejiv
Singh and Securty Adviser
Kuldiep Singh for their
illegedly inept handiing of
the situation
Marupur has bess on the
bl for the: past almest one-
anchehall yers, kg i
vident that the state govern.
meti has adled o resalvethe
contentious lssues, Thee &
ilso a general impeession of
eallousness on the part o the
Central Government o solve
{he deepooted problems, In
Hhieabsence of viable palitics]
intbiatrves, the Maripur crisfs
s aggravated sharply
Known for s historic faul
lnes, Manipur hes n diverse

cuburabreligious  profle
coupled with it demmograph:
Ie and economic asymme=
v, Comsequenty, i forent

eamninilles have vied for
he state's land and olher |

motural  resourees.  The
undertying cause that led o
{he angoing corflel was the
confroversial High Court

order passed in March 203,

ihich recommended  the
ncusion of Mereds inthe i
of Sehediled Tribes (RTh), It

il hat Mt - E48

ifyand prosperous communi-
ty, could purchage land

adorseentehilis 8

predominantly inhibited by
{he mineriy Kukis,

Thiz confenious ruling was
resisted by the Kukie, lead-
ing o the buildup of tension
{1t tate, I the heginming
f My st yer,the sitution
louk 8 serious fur, resuliing
In clashes between the two
communities which had so
for lved in harmony, Within
ditys, aver 100 persons were
Fill anl around 80,000 dis-
placed. The violenoe hag
béen continuing sinee then,
with the death toll mounting
{0 round 240,

Diué 1o the prolonged con-
flit, the divide hetwoen the
twn commumities hag frage
mented the stale. While
Meitels contral the Imphal
valley, Kukis dominate the
hill distrets of Churachand:
pur, Senapati and Teng:
noupal. The Kuds are now
demanding 4 separate il
state, Nogas are another
major grodp in Manipur
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Centremustpul Mampur backrom e brink ofruin

Wit and his cabinat ol
leagues e repariedly

N uiiable lo move mround even
| in Imphal cify,

Purthes, the slate sutherities
are ok on the same page, The

PRy LGP hus cpenly it 1o

.me_

ﬁ.} ‘tﬂ B ...i

AUL:Securty ersonnel Wi arns i ammunion recovere fom miliznts i Manipur.en
Althovigh they have slayed originating from China and
iy from {he present con- fraversing through Myan
flict,the Nagas, oo, harbour mar Furher the ‘rebel
alongatanding demand fora Eroups Waging war against
Separale administrative entl fhe military junta in Myan-
fy tonchude s inhabiled mir e o 4 lierafive
by them.  Apparenily, source of weaponr: Besides,
Minupisr faces the threat of around 6,000 arms wete koot
Eu.]klln!mllnn. o from the stale poliee

Metteis gnd Kukix hive armouries by locals with only
el forbified their respies & hanful being recovered by
fve enclaves, The stale Jooks the secunty forces fll now,
Iike & war zone, with mal It s obvious that the state
sides separated by buffer i ind Central governments
wnesmarnedbybesenty  PrOSIQENISIUle ave chosn o oveme e
forees {0 prevent claghes, e | Trablem, redorting fo crists
Moo Shﬂl.llllllt mlmpuu.*tl e e
mﬂ nlullmwmﬁnm (0bring the situation  fnding » bsing sotion
of erstwhile militant Therei 1
ol amebwih gty NJETCONI0La8 ﬁmmﬂﬁ
tledweaps Teepenate ool avelost e Union MiistyefHome
armis often resort o savage o Affuirs (MHA) i3 practically
TS 111t v |
Momngnodmims s ey, e Unied Hedgurtes
ol a problem for any group, ' Presently the ground eitua-

aythereia gunninning trl - Pe—————  ticn § such that the Chief

the mabiityofthelocal e
to haridle the stusbon gnd

j  as sought Contral forees fo

take oves. O o othr hand,
Hajkumar Tmo Singh, an
MIA and the CMs sandn-
Iiw, has sk the MHA 10
remove Cenral forves s they
have proved {0 be neffees
tve’ Incidentally the Ch has
als0 mide & represeminton fp
the Govemar, demanding he
control of fhe Unified Head:
quarters, There 5 a rift
betwee the Assam Riflosand
the polce wilh both oflen
Indulging it  blame gime
The cument crisls 8 no
longer & confliet. befween
b0 communitiés bul has
furned into & eerious nation-
al securiy asue, It is high
time lo void polifical pos-
turing ind puta comprehen-
sive actian plan in place o
salvage the situation, The
major reasons for the
rent mesg are podr gover-
nanee, political authoritari-
mism marked by &
heavy-handed  approach,
polinsed securtty forces,
resungence of millant out-
fits end heightened anlmosi
1y between the belligerent
communities. In addition,
there i & strong peroeption
amang the locals that the
Central Gevernment is not
serious about resolving the

canflicl, but rather wants to
i I simmering,

To reslore normaley 1n
Minipur, 1t 18 imperative
that President's fule fs
imposed 4 pecpls have lost
fiuth in the state govem-
mienl, which s being seen a3
partisan. A néw administr-
tive: striiclire noods to be
put in place with & clomr
chaiof command, The U
fied Headquarters must be
recongtifuted. The Army
needs 10 be given 4 froe
hand to undertake opers.
tions to disarmm the militant
roups and create o con-
ductve  enviroriment for
restoring peace. For ths, the
Armed Porces Spectal Pow-
ers Act (AFSPA) will be
required {o be imposed fn
sensiive aress, Alongside,
there 5 an urgent. require
menl for effective border
minagement, gven the tur-
bulent conditions 1n the
nelghbourhgod,

Above all, earnest efforls
are needed o buld trust
between  Meltels  and
Kukis by involving civil

cur - orlety ofganisations. The

ruling dispensation ought
o shed ifs status-quo
mindset and explore fresh
alternatives, Manipir s on
the edge, m & state of
ntense distress, deeply
drvided and brused. 1t
bickons the nation {0 take
acall and resalve the Jong-
pending canfliet on prior-
ty, lest the sttdation deterf
orate further, which would
prove catastrophic



